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DUTCH  WEST  INDIES. 

By  Consul  U.  C.  von  Struve.  Cura<;ao. 

During  the  year  ended  December  31,  1915,  no  notable  change  of 
ail}'  land  was  observable  in  this  district.  In  general,  conditions  con- 
tinued more  or  less  as  they  were  during  the  latter  half  of  1914. 

The  most  important  source  of  income  for  the  people  of  this  island 
is  the  shipping  industry,  which  gives  employment  to  numerous  labor- 
ers in  tlie  work  of  transshipping  goods  in  the  harbor  of  Willemstad, 
and  as  sailors  on  the  vessels  of  the  lines  that  touch  regularly  at  this 
port.  No  statistics  are  available  as  to  the  amount  of  money  thus 
placed  in  circulation  hiTo;  but  as  the  four  principal  steamship  lines 
calling  regularly  at  this  port  continued  their  sailings  practically 
without  interruption  during  the  year,  the  income  derived  from  this 
source  was  norjnal. 

Hat  Making  Continues  Important  Industry — Agricultural  Conditions  Adverse. 

The  making  of  straw  hats  continues  to  be  the  industry  second  in 
importance.  Declared  exports  of  straw  hats  from  here  to  the  United 
States  were  (>7()  dozen  less  in  1915  than  in  1914.  but  the  value  in- 
creased from  $10(>.000  to  $155,000,  a  gain  of  $49,000.  This  value  in 
1915  was  not  as  large  as  in  1912  and  1918,  but  it  is  an  encouraging 
fact  tiiat  the  1915  Hgure  was  due  to  the  higher  prices  received,  thus 
giving  a  greater  proportion  ol'  |)rofit  to  the  hat  maker.  This  higher 
price,  according  to  information  available  at  this  time,  was  attribut- 
able mainly  to  the  better  rpiality  of  the  hats  exported,  a  result  of  the 
instruction  given  in  the  school  for  hat  making  operated  by  the  local 
colonial  government.  Hat  experts  have  stated  that  this  island  now 
produces  some  straw  hats  as  fine  as  the  best  produced  anywhere  else. 
The  larger  proportion,  however,  though  improved  in  quality,  are  still 
of  the  cheaper  classes. 

Agi'icultural  conditions  c()ntinued  adverse  dui'ing  the  year.  The 
rainfall  was  sufficient  to  supply  needed  well  water  for  ordinary  con- 
sumption, including  the  irrigation  of  small  parcels  of  land,  but  it 
did  not  fall  at  the  proper  time  to  produce  crops.  For  the  produc- 
tion of  green  feed,  the  introduction  of  Sudan  grass  (see  Commekce 
Reports  for  June  2.  1915)  has  been  quite  a  help,  as  it  is  much 
quicker  in  growth,  better  in  «|uality,  and  more  abundant  in  yield 
than  any  similar  ciop  produced  heretofore. 

Harbor  Improvement — New  Oil  Refinery. 

No  new  public  works  were  undertaken  by  the  Government  during 
the  year,  but  the  work  of  wicfening  the  entrance  to  the  liarbor  wa9 
WTia"— I'm-  i«i 


/2  SUPPLEMENT   TO   COMMERCE   REPORTS. 

continued  without  interruption,  und  better  progress  is  being  made 
now  than  at  any  previous  time. 

An  industry  of  great  promise  for  tike  island  of  Curasao,  in  wliioh 
a  beginning  was  made  in  15>ir>.  is  the  refining  of  crude  petroleinn. 
(See  ('<)m:\iki:(k  lirroKTs  for  A{)r.  C,  1915.)  Work  was  begun  on  the 
erection  of  an  oil  refinery  hite  in  the  .year.  This  indnstry,  it  is  l)e- 
lievcd,  in  addition  to  its  direct  benefits,  Tvill  lead  to  the  establish- 
ment of  further  in<histries  that  will  give  lucrative  emploj'ment  to 
labor  on  the  island.  Ulncjuestionably  the  transportation  here  ©f 
cru(k'  oil  from  the  Venezuelan  oil  fields  and  the  marketing  of  the 
finished  products  will  lead  to  an  increase  in  the  shipping  indu.stry. 
One  result  of  the  location  here  of  the  refinery  has  been  the  forma- 
tion of  a  company  for  the  purpose  of  building  dnms  and  reservoirs 
for  the  collection  and  storage  of  rain  watej-. 

SteamsMp  Service  Adequate — Banlting  Facilities — Living  Conditions. 

AVith  two  steamship  lines  plying  regularly  between  Curacao  and 
New  York,  and  occasional  additional  resaels  going  from  here  t» 
otlier  Amencan  ports,  the  transportation  facilities  between  tlie  tw-* 
countries  are  as  favorable  as  the  volume  of  business  permits,  Cura- 
sao also  has  cable  connections  with  the  United  States,  -which  givp 
ample  means  of  communication,  although  at  a  rather  high  rate. 
The  small  volume  of  business  condticted  woidd  net  justify  tlie  estab- 
lishment of  additional  facilities. 

Biinking  facilities  are  ample  to  handle  the  business  between  tlie 
two  countries,  as  local  banlcs  have  correspondents  in  the  United 
States.  The  establishment  of  a  postal  money-order  system  would,, 
liowever,  materially  help  to  develop  the  mail-order  b'usine.s.s.  The 
existing  parcels-post  arrangement  and  the  reduction  in  the  rate 
of  postage  effective  since  July  1,  1915,  have  had  a  stimulating  effect. 

Tlie  means  of  obtaining  information  about  the  financial  standing 
of  local  firms  is  difficult,  but  no  feasible  way  of  improving  it  mate- 
rially can  be  seen,  unless  existing  American  firms  that  spe<*ialize  in 
credit  information  could  arrange  to  obtain  reliable  local  corne- 
spondence.  This  field  is  so  small  that  all  efforts  to  establish  new 
relations  are,  as  a  rule,  very  expensive  in  proportion  to  the  most 
favorable  results  that  could  possibly  be  obtained. 

As  idways  heretofore^  there  is  still  much  poverty  in  this  distiict. 
The  i^opulatiou  is  so  large  that  local  resources  and  indusiti'ies  as  at 
present  developed  can  not  successfully  support  all  the  inhabitants. 
Doubtless,  however,  the  establi.shment  of  the  new  indu.stries  referred 
to  above  Avill  bring  about  some  improvement. 

Imports  Come  Chiefly  from  TJnited  States — Export  Ti-aAc. 

Of  the  imports,  coal  and  food  products,  together  foi-ming  by  faa* 
die  greater  part  of  the  imports,  continue  t«  come  almost  exclusively 
from  the  ITnited  States,  aiid  a  large  proportion  of  all  other  impftrtsy 
eKdusiye  of  litjuors  and  tobacco,  come  froju  tlic  samp  source.  There 
iSBCTns  little  pi'osj^ect  of  any  increase,  excejixt  as  the  purchasing  power 
of  tlie  di.stri<t  may  inciease  throngh  improvemejit  in  existing  local 
indu.stries  and  the  introduction  of  Jiew  ones. 

The  ex]>ortation  of  phosphate  was  resumed  during  last  year  on  a 
laiger  .scale,  but  as  yet  statistics  on  the  subject  are  not  available. 
Straw  hats  and  phosphates  are  tiie  only  two  local  products  of  imp^OT- 
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tuncc  exported.  The  former  are  principally  taken  by  the  United 
States.  The  outi^ut  of  the  latter  is  shipped  almost  exclusively  to 
Europe,  as  there  seems  to  be  no  demand  for  it  in  the  United  States. 

Declared  Exports  to  the  Tlnited  States. 

The  following  table  shows  the  exports  to  the  United  States  for 
1914  and  1015,  as  compiled  from  the  invoices  certified  at  this  consu- 
late. Goods  shipped  to  Porto  Rico  were  valued  at  $2,G70  in  1914  and 
$3,201  in  1915.  No  exports  were  declared  to  Hawaii  or  the  Philip- 
pine Islands. 


Articles. 


Aloes 

Antiques 

Beans,  castor... 

Bones 

Cotfee 

Dividivi 

Hats,  straw 

Hides 

Mangrove  bark. 

Salt 

Skins: 

Calf 

Deer 

Hoat 

Sheep 


f  1,094 


2,413 
1,318 
14,f)30 
8,097 
lOG,  227 
6,902 


1,591 

237 

3,f)46 

272,028 

5,839 


1, 

R, 
49, 
155, 
38, 
6, 
4, 


178,  ( 


382 
,835 


Articles. 


Wood: 

Box 

Braiiletto... 

Cedar 

Kbony 

J'ustic 

Mahogany... 

Vera 

Other  woods, 
other  articles 

Total 


1914 


4.58,710 


1915 


20,050 

>9,090 

1,170 

040 

20 

2,437 

1,246 

841 

4,672 

ii,700 

1,680 

543 

4,361 

1,941 

833 

374 

656 

1,491 

48Q,070 


Export  Trade  is  Chiefly  Reexports. 

Of  the  articles  listed  in  the  foregoing  table  only  a  small  portion 
were  produced  in  Curagao.  The  mangrove  bark,  coffee,  dividivi, 
hides,  skins  of  all  kinds,  and  wood  of  all  kinds,  having  a  total  value 
of  $311,314  in  1915,  were  products  of  Venezuela  which  were  im- 
ported here  and  reshipped  to  the  United  States  or  else  were  shipped 
from  Coro,  Venezuela,  whence  exports  to  the  United  States  are  in- 
voiced at  this  consulate.  The  exports  of  products  of  this  district  did 
not  exceed  $170,000  in  1915,  and  consisted  almost  entirely  of  straw 
hats  and  salt.  Aloes,  dividivi,  and  goatskins  are  the  only  other  ex- 
ports of  which  any  appreciable  portion  was  produced  here. 

Principal  Native  Products. 

The  increa.se  in  the  value  of  hats  exported  practically  accounts  for 
the  increase  in  the  total  value  of  exports.  Tlie  increase  in  the  ship- 
ments of  mangrove  bark,  dividivi,  hides,  and  other  articles  of  lesser 
importance  is  offset  by  the  decrease  in  coffee,  skins,  and  the  various 
kinds  of  wood;  but  all  of  these  articles,  as  stated  above,  are  pro- 
duced only  to  a  limited  extent  in  this  district  or  not  at  all. 

The  total  value  of  the  three  principal  native  products  exported — • 
aloeiJ,  salt,  and  straw  hats — increased  from  $108,912  in  1914  to 
$165,447  in  1915  or  more  than  50  per  cent. 
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